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Antarctic Specialists
Antarctica Travel Centre is the specialist Antarctica arm of South America Travel Centre. We are an associate 
member of the International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO) as well as a member of AFTA (Australian 
Federation of Travel Agents). Unlike a cruise operator, we’re not tied to selling particular ships; we have hand-picked a 
number of small vessels (less than 200 passengers) and Antarctic operators who we know well and can trust to provide you 
with a holiday of a lifetime. As a result we can select a vessel and an itinerary that best suits your personal requirements.
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Choosing your  
Antarctic voyage

November: If you would like to 
witness the dominant bull elephant 
seals battling for control of a 
harem of females on the beaches 
of South Georgia, you must take 
an early season voyage – leave it 
too long and the bulls will have 
headed out to sea. On the Peninsula 
the penguins are arriving and 
beginning their courtship displays. 

December: The daylight hours 
are long and the beaches and 
hillsides are now hectic with 
tens of thousands (sometimes 
more) of courting penguins. 

January: After a relatively brief 
period of calm while both parents 
are incubating the eggs, the 
penguin colonies erupt into activity 
once again and feeding newly-
hatched, hungry and fast-growing 
chicks becomes a full time job.

February: Seals, skuas, petrels 
and penguins are all busy attending 
to their sub-adult young and the 
‘summer’ will soon be over. Penguin 
chicks slowly lose their down, to be 
replaced by their adult feathers.

March: Whales, who have been 
busy feeding throughout the 
Antarctic summer, seem to have 
more time now to investigate their 
visitors (us!); leopard seals have 
an easy time catching juvenile 
penguins who are taking their 
first swim – and then the brief 
season abruptly comes to a close.

Seasons
In simple terms the Antarctic Peninsula, Falkland Islands 
and South Georgia open up for exploration in early 
November and the season runs through until March 
when the shortening days and encroaching sea ice close 
this magical place to all but the hardiest visitor.

With many shared years of first-hand experience in Antarctica 
upon which to draw, we are eager to pass on our knowledge 
and enthusiasm. It was 2001 when I undertook the first of 
numerous voyages to Antarctica. The ‘White Continent’ became 
my passion, along with the Falkland Islands and - my outright 
favourite - the wild and magnificent island of South Georgia 
that is home to over 100,000 pairs of king penguins as well as 
(in my opinion) the world’s most beautiful bird, the wandering 
albatross. My extensive experience and knowledge gained while 
formerly working as Peregrine’s Polar Expeditions Manager, in 
partnership with Quark Expeditions and One Ocean Expeditions, 
enables me and my team to offer the 
expert advice that will ensure your journey 
to the south is not only your trip of a 
lifetime but an ‘experience of life’ you will 
never forget. 

Alex Burridge 
Managing Director

Experts
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Emperor penguins
As a team with a strong interest in wildlife, we would like to point out 
that if you want to see emperor penguins, which breed only on sea 
ice, you must head south in November and on an icebreaker ship with 
helicopters – without observing both requirements, your chances of 
seeing an emperor penguin are close to zero. Many companies appear 
to promote the opportunity to see them when the ship, the itinerary, and 
the timing mean you cannot, as the sea ice where they breed breaks up 
in November and the colonies disperse.

Weather
Antarctic weather is unpredictable. 
Surprisingly it’s generally not that cold. Any 
voyage can experience extreme conditions, 
shortly followed by beautiful clear days – in 
fact the best weather very often follows a 
storm. Calm conditions will often lead to low 
cloud or fog. The infamous Drake Passage 
can be the “Drake Lake” or the “Drake 
Shake” and there’s no certainty as to which 
one you’ll experience (for those who simply 
don’t want to consider crossing the Drake 
Passage, a Fly-Cruise voyage is the answer). 

Sites
There are over 100 sites to visit on the 
Antarctic Peninsula, some more renowned 
like Deception Island and the Lemaire 
Channel, others less well known but equally 
beautiful, like Cierva Cove and Spert Island. 
On the Falkland Islands and South Georgia 
there are another 50+ sites of interest. The 
problem is less which sites to choose than 
which ones there is simply not enough time 
to include.

No two voyage itineraries will be the same, 
even with the same ship and the same 
operator. There are many factors that 
influence the itinerary and the three major 
considerations are:

 » Selection of sites occurs only three months 
before the particular season commences and 
is governed by the International Association  
of Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO – see  
Page 25) to ensure ships and their 
passengers are evenly distributed among the 
many sites and you don’t end up with several 
ships queuing at one site to go ashore.

 » Weather conditions – in particular  
heavy seas when crossing from Ushuaia  
to the Peninsula or to the Falklands and 
South Georgia.

 » Local conditions at each site - sea ice can 
block entry to many sites, particularly early  
in the season (both the Lemaire Channel  
and Deception Island can be ‘closed’ for  

this reason). Strong winds, fog, and a large 
swell can also prevent the use of the Zodiacs 
(rubber inflatable boats) needed to visit the 
majority of sites.

We mention this to prepare you and request 
you bring along a flexible attitude, a degree 
of patience, and an understanding that, in the 
face of the powerful forces of nature, we don’t 
set the agenda and changes may be necessary. 
The wonderful thing is that very often the 
‘replacement’ site turns out to be even better 
than the original choice made for that day. 
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Antarctic Peninsula 
& South Shetland Islands

Deception Island

The Peninsula is the most northerly part of the 
mainland of Antarctica, lying only about 1,000km 
across the Drake Passage from Tierra del Fuego, 
South America’s southernmost tip. It is one of the 
continent’s richest breeding grounds for penguins, 
seals and seabirds. And to its north-west stretches 
a 540km-long chain of four groups of volcanic 
islands that together make up the South Shetlands.

Weddell seal
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Wilhelmina Bay Lemaire Channel Half Moon Island

Deception Island 
The island is the flooded caldera of an active volcano, creating 
a natural harbour accessed through a narrow gap known 
as Neptune’s Bellows. The volcano, an abandoned whaling 
station, and an old airstrip are three of the interesting features 
of this site. For those so inclined there are some great hikes 
and, on a clear day, some stunning views.

Lemaire Channel
Just 1600m wide at its narrowest point and hemmed by 
steep cliffs, this is an 11km-long strait between the Antarctic 
continent (Graham Land) and Booth Island with its 1000m-high 
peaks. The channel’s protected waters are often as still as a 
lake, a relatively rare occurrence in the Southern Ocean, and 
provide incredible photographic opportunities of nature at its 
best. The principal difficulty encountered is that icebergs may 
fill the channel, especially early in the season.

Wilhelmina Bay
This 24km wide, glaciated bay along the west coast of Graham 
Land was discovered by Gerlache during the Belgian Antarctic 
Expedition of 1897-99 and named for the young Queen 
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands. Mountains and high glaciers 
surround the bay which is a bountiful feeding ground for 
whales and seals – and was therefore a prolific hunting ground 
for whalers of the past; the wreck of the whale factory ship 
“Gouvernøren”, sunk in 1916 after a fire, can still be seen.

Paradise Harbour
Surrounded by ice cliffs and heavily glaciated mountains that 
are reflected back by the calm waters, this bay is undeniably 
beautiful and was named by the whalers of the early 1920s 
in recognition of its splendour. It is home to an abundance of 
seals, penguins, cormorants and petrels, and also a popular 
destination for those wanting to witness huge ice calving from 
the glacier at the head of the bay.

Half Moon Island
This small, crescent-shaped rocky island in a bay on the 
eastern side of Livingston Island was known to sealers as early 
as 1821, although perhaps to no one else. Its creviced cliffs 
are home to a large rookery of chinstrap penguins as well as 
nesting Antarctic terns and kelp gulls; whales are often seen 
patrolling the shores and several species of seals are regular 
visitors. The Argentine navy has maintained a small summer-
only research station here since 1953.

Call 1300 668 112 to speak with a specialist
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Exploring the Peninsula 
To gain the most from any voyage it’s essential 
to have a variety of excursions. Some areas are 
best appreciated from the vantage point of the 
ship, others discovered in the Zodiacs, and still 
others explored on foot.
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Chinstrap penguins Leopard seal

Zodiac cruising
With an expert guide to navigate, Zodiac 
cruising offers access to places that may 
otherwise be out of reach. And the inflatables 
get you closer to icebergs, to seals and 
occasionally ‘spy-hopping’ whales, and to sites 
where landing is not possible. Reminding you 
to “dress warmly” may seem ridiculous but 
is relative to where you are, and on a Zodiac 
excursion you must ensure you have extra 
layers because you’re sitting for some time 
(not moving around and creating your own 
body heat) and this, together with the wind 
chill, keeps temperatures low.

Landing on the  
7th continent!
It is always the intention on every voyage  
that you actually set foot on the continent  
of Antarctica (not on a nearby island).  
There are several ideal landing places  
and, given the relatively protected nature  
of the western side of the peninsula, you  
will realise that dream.

Antarctic Peninsula Wildlife
Reaching further north than any other part of 
Antarctica and having land free of permanent 
snow and ice means the peninsula has a 
concentration of wildlife found nowhere else 
on the continent.

Penguin species found on the peninsula, 
especially near the tip and on surrounding 
islands, include: chinstrap, gentoo and Adélie 
(and, very occasionally, emperor). Some 
colonies have just a few hundred pairs, while 
other populations number more than 10,000.

Seals include: Leopard, Weddell, southern 
elephant seal and crabeater, the most 
populous seal, with tens of millions of these 
krill (not crab) -eating animals.

 

Seabirds of the Southern Ocean and on the 
peninsula include: Fulmar, giant getrel, cape 
petrel, snow petrel, Wilson’s storm petrel, 
Imperial shag, snowy sheathbill, skua, prion, 
Antarctic tern and wandering albatross. 

Whales include: Minke, humpback, sei, fin 
and orca who all head south for the summer. 
For the incredibly fortunate, blue whales are 
occasionally seen, perhaps when crossing the 
Antarctic Convergence (roughly around latitude 
55° South) where the cold, nutrient-rich waters 
of the Antarctic circumpolar current meet 
and mix with warmer waters to the north - 
the result is a high concentration of krill and 
therefore the animals that feed on krill.

Book early to secure the date, voyage and cabin you want
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Falkland 
Islands

A trip to the Falkland Islands will be part of most longer 
voyages (18 nights or more) and, far more than just 
a convenient break en route to South Georgia, it can 
be a highlight of these trips. The birdlife is really quite 
spectacular, while the rugged landscapes offer some 
great hikes and excellent photographic opportunities. 
Add the history of the 1982 Falklands War, referred 
to locally as ‘the conflict’, and you begin to get an 
idea of how much interest the Falklands has to offer 
– particularly when in combination and contrast with 
both South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula.

Gypsy Cove
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Saunders Island
Lying north-west of West Falkland is the 
stunning Saunders Island, the fourth 
largest of the Falkland Islands; it boasts 
three small peaks and is run as a sheep 
farm. Birds for which the island is of 
conservation significance include the 
Falkland steamer duck (250 breeding 
pairs), ruddy-headed goose, gentoo penguin 
(6700 pairs), rockhopper penguin (6900 
pairs), macaroni penguin (4200 pairs), and 
black-browed albatross (11,000 pairs) 

West Point Island
Only 6km long with a maximum width of 4km, 
the main destination on this tiny island is 
Devil’s Nose, a rocky promontory with over 
2,000 pairs of black-browed albatrosses and 
about 500 pairs of rockhopper penguins. 
The hike from the landing point is not too 
demanding and affords incredible views as 
well as good proximity to the albatross colony. 
Often completing the visit is an invitation to 
enjoy some Falklands hospitality with home-
baked cakes and a welcome cup of tea.

Port Stanley  

The small capital of the Falklands, with 
around 3,000 people, offers many activities 
and the choice is yours. You can wander 
around the town, visit the excellent museum 
and small galleries showing locally 
produced artwork, or enjoy a pint in one 
of the three pubs. A regular option is to 
visit nearby Gypsy Cove, either by vehicle 
or on foot (6km), while the wreck of the 
iron barque ‘Lady Elizabeth’ that has lain 
in Whalebone Cove since 1936 will offer 
more great photographic opportunities.

Wildlife
The Falkland Islands are a birder’s paradise 
with two endemic species – the Falklands 
flightless steamer duck and Cobb’s wren – 
as well as a number of others unlikely to be 
seen anywhere else, with over 220 different 
bird species having been recorded here. 
As well as five species of penguin (gentoo, 
macaroni, rockhopper, Magellanic and king - 
low numbers), the islands are home to 60% of 
the world’s breeding black-browed albatross. 
Commerson’s and Peale’s dolphins are also 
quite common, the former often seen riding 
the bow wave of Zodiacs as you go ashore.

Visit our website - www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au

Long-tailed meadowlark Gentoo penguin
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South 
Georgia

South Georgia is one of the most stunning places 
on earth. This small archipelago rears up from the 
Southern Ocean to a height of almost 3,000 metres. 
The rugged landscape forms a dramatic backdrop 
to the many beaches and coves which are home 
to millions of penguins and petrels, thousands of 
elephant and fur seals and hundreds of albatrosses.

King penguins
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Salisbury Plain
This wide coastal plain within the Bay of Isles 
on the north coast of South Georgia is flanked 
by the mouths of two large glaciers, Grace 
and Lucas. It is legendary as the breeding 
site for as many as 200,000 king penguins 
- words cannot do justice to the sight and 
sound of tens of thousands of birds dotting 
the plain and lining the rivers and streams. 
The beaches also throng with elephant seals 
and southern fur seals. In 1912–13, the 
American ornithologist, Robert Cushman 
Murphy, was first to make a detailed study 
of the birds in the area (he also famously 
wrote “I now belong to a higher cult of 
mortals, for I have seen the albatross!”)

Grytviken
Established in a natural harbour, Grytviken 
is the final resting place of the great polar 
explorer, Sir Ernest Shackleton.  After 
the loss of their ship in the Weddell Sea, 
Shackleton, Frank Worsley and Tom Crean 
crossed 1,500km of the roughest seas in the 
world from Elephant Island in the 8m-long 
open boat ‘James Caird’, then traversed 
uncharted glaciers and mountains that 
form the backbone of South Georgia, from 
King Haakon Bay to Stromness.  From here 
Shackleton made his way to Buenos Aires 
and finally back to Elephant Island to rescue 
all of his men. You can visit his grave in 
Grytviken and also explore the old abandoned 
whaling station, and a fascinating museum, 
and hike up on to the surrounding cliff tops.  

Prince Olav Harbour 
The site of one of the island’s seven 
main whaling stations established by the 
Norwegians in 1911, it was initially a floating 
factory site before a shore station was set 
up in 1916 and continued until March 1931.

Wildlife
South Georgia is like the Serengeti of the sub-
Antarctic islands but instead of wildebeest, 
there are hundreds of thousands of king 
penguins. The archipelago is also home to two 
endemic birds, the South Georgia pipit and the 
pintail. Four species of albatross make South 
Georgia their home - wandering, grey-headed, 
light-mantled sooty, and black-browed.

Elephant seals
The giants of South Georgia, male elephant 
seals are a spectacular sight. To see 
them in action you must head to the 
island on the first voyages of the season 
(November). The dominant bulls, or 
beachmasters, fight to control an area with 
tens, occasionally hundreds, of females. 
Elephant seals are great examples of 
sexual dimorphism with males being more 
than five times the size of the females.

Call 1300 668 112 to speak with a specialist

Grytviken Female elephant seal
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In many ways it can be said there is no ‘typical’ 
day, as no two days are ever alike. You may be 
woken by the announcement that breakfast will 
be served in half an hour - or that there is a pod 
of orcas off the starboard bow! If there were a 
typical day, it might unfold something like this:

A day in 
Antarctica

7:00am

Many guests will rise some time before breakfast to soak up the views 
from the bridge, the lounge or out on deck (the more time you spend 
looking, the more you will see). 

10:30am

After a hearty buffet breakfast there’s usually a briefing about the 
morning’s activity. Armed with the knowledge of what to expect, you’ll 
be given adequate notice to get ready and, once the ship is anchored, it’s 
time to climb into the Zodiacs and set off. 
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1:00pm

After exploring either by Zodiac or 
on foot, it’s back to your floating 
hotel, perhaps for a shower, then a 
warming drink and later lunch.

Depending on the locality of the 
next site, there may be time for an 
absorbing presentation, time to 
socialise in the ship’s lounge, or to 
review your images taken on the 
morning’s excursion.

3:30pm

With batteries recharged (your own 
and your camera’s), if the next site 
is not too far away, you’ll don your 
gear once again and venture out in 
the mid-afternoon or early evening 
for further exploration. Maybe you’ll 
cruise past thousand-year-old 
icebergs, or visit penguin colonies 
that number in thousands; on 
another day it could be an impromptu 
stop to enjoy humpback whales 
spy-hopping (where they raise their 
heads straight up out of the water to 
check out their visitors). Excursions 
can last anywhere from 1-3 hours. 

7:00pm

Back aboard ship, with time to 
change and warm up before dinner. 

9:00pm

After dinner the time is yours – 
simply to take it easy, chat with your 
fellow passengers, or to join some 
of the expedition crew in the bar or 
lounge for a relaxed but informative 
discussion about Shackleton, or 
whaling, or albatross conservation…

Time at sea is put to very good use. A series of on-board presentations 
by the assembled experts (expedition staff) will have you well informed 
and prepared for your trips ashore, as well as equipping you to return 
home as ambassadors for the marvellous places you have visited.

Petrels, prions, shearwaters and particularly albatrosses 
accompany the ships on the longer sea crossings. Whales can 
be spotted at any time, especially as you cross the Antarctic 
Convergence, where the cold nutrient-rich waters of the Southern 
Ocean meet the warmer waters of the Atlantic Ocean.

Days at sea

Visit our website - www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE
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Fly-Cruise Voyages 

If you want to maximise your time in Antarctica, 
or the Falkland Islands and South Georgia 
(and avoid some of the longer sea crossings, 
including the Drake Passage), then flying from 
Punta Arenas in Chile to King George Island in 
Antarctica’s South Shetland Islands, or to or from 
Port Stanley in the Falklands, is a perfect solution.   

Note: Weather Contingency Plans 

(when flying Punta Arenas/King George Island and v.v.)

Weather conditions need to be suitable for landing and take-off in 
Antarctica and you must understand that delays could occur – that 
said, most voyages depart and return as planned and, with more than 
a decade of experience in the coordination of air and sea operations, 
the operators run this programme expertly.

Exploring 
Antarctica
Broadly speaking, voyages can be divided into four categories: 

• Fly-cruise
• Antarctic Peninsula
• Antarctic Peninsula including Antarctic Circle  
• Falkland Islands, South Georgia and Antarctic Peninsula

The following pages will provide an example of each of the above.



Antarctica Travel Centre | 17

Classic Antarctica  
Air-Cruise

Day 1 Punta Arenas

Arrive in Punta Arenas, Chile, where 
you are welcomed and transferred to 
your hotel. In the afternoon, attend 
a briefing that provides important 
information about your voyage and 
reviews the essential guidelines for 
Antarctic visitors. Later, gather for 
a welcome dinner and meet your 
fellow adventurers while enjoying a 
typical regional menu.

Day 2 Fly to Antarctica

Your Antarctic adventure begins 
with a 2-hour flight from Punta 
Arenas to King George Island in the 
South Shetland Islands. As you exit 
the airplane, the clear Antarctic 
air fills your lungs for the first 

time. Explore the area surrounding 
Chile’s Frei Station and Russia’s 
Bellingshausen Station before 
boarding a Zodiac to embark your 
expedition vessel, Ocean Nova.

Days 3 – 6 Antarctic Peninsula

Cruise between the South Shetlands 
and the west coast of the Antarctic 
Peninsula, sailing along ice-filled 
fjords and among spectacular 
icebergs while enjoying the company 
of sea birds, penguins, seals and 
whales. Each day disembark by 
Zodiac and explore the landscape 
with your expert polar guides.

Day 7 Depart Antarctica

Return to King George Island and 
bid farewell to Antarctica before 
boarding the flight back to Punta 
Arenas. Upon arrival, transfer to 
your hotel for overnight.

Day 8 Depart Punta Arenas

After breakfast, transfer to the 
airport for your onward flight.

Pre- and post-voyage nights in 
Punta Arenas may be included 
as indicated. In part this makes 
good sense and affords maximum 
flexibility as there are often quite 
small weather windows in which to 
fly (see Weather Contingency Plans 
- Page 16) and the operator will 
know where all passengers are and 
can quickly respond. 

For those with more time, longer 
Fly-Cruise voyages that include 
crossing the Antarctic Circle  
(66° 33' S), or visiting the Falkland 
Islands and South Georgia are a 
great option.

Book early to secure the date, voyage and cabin you want

Ships offering Fly-Cruise Antarctic Peninsula cruises:

Ocean Nova 
Akademik Sergey Vavilov (Expedition)

This itinerary is just an example and durations for Fly-Cruise voyages 
may vary from 8 - 14 nights, depending on the season, the route, the ship 
and the operator, and whether pre-voyage accommodation is included.  
Please refer to the insert for all dates, durations and cabin prices, or go 
to our website where you can see each ship’s detailed itineraries: 

www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/voyages

Even better, call one of our specialists on 1300 668 112 and they’ll be 
pleased to help you select the best option.
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Day 1 Ushuaia

Today is the first day of your 
adventure when you board your 
vessel in Ushuaia, the world’s 
southernmost city at the tip of 
Argentina. In the early evening the 
ship sets sail on its voyage, leaving 
the city behind and charting a course 
through the Beagle Channel.

Days 2 – 3 Drake Passage

Crossing the Drake Passage, there 
is much excitement in the air as you 
make your way ever closer to the 
White Continent. Everyone eagerly 
soaks up the friendly atmosphere 
aboard as the numerous Polar 
experts prepare you for your 
adventures with presentations 

on everything Antarctic, from 
wildlife to history. As you cross the 
Antarctic Convergence, you will 
notice a distinct drop in temperature 
when you enter the waters of the 
Antarctic Ocean. Along the way, 
you will witness many spectacular 
sights, from icebergs to an array 
of seabirds and even several 
whale species, among them blue, 
sei, humpback and fin whales.

Days 4 – 8 Antarctic Peninsula

In the waterways of the Antarctic 
Peninsula, it is hoped to make as 
much time as possible to explore 
by inflatable Zodiacs and marvel 
up close at nature’s glory. Planned 
excursions might include Neko 

A great introduction to Antarctica, exploring 
the world’s last great wilderness. 

Antarctic Peninsula 
Voyages 
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Harbour, Wilhelmina Bay, and 
even the southerly Petermann 
Island, where you will see Weddell, 
crabeater and elephant seals, skuas 
and other seabirds, as well as a 
stunning abundance of penguins 
including some very large colonies 
of the comical Adélie penguin. 

At Half Moon Island you can see 
a breeding colony of chinstrap 
penguins that share their territory 
with fur seals and blue-eyed shags. 
With luck you might also see the 
gentle humpback whale dining 
on krill in its feeding grounds and 
possibly have an opportunity to 
observe orcas and minke whales  
as you go.

Finally, perhaps at Paradise Harbour, 
Hope Bay or Neko Harbour, you will 
arrive on the continent of Antarctica. 

Prepare to be dazzled by your 
first glimpse of the continent as 
the scenery here is amazing. In 
particular you will be struck by 
the oddly-shaped icebergs that 
look as if they’ve been sculpted, 
as well as the colossal tabular 
icebergs that break away from the 
continent’s ice shelf. If the weather 
is mild enough, you will all set foot 
on the White Continent itself.

Days 9 – 10 Drake Passage

As you leave this magical place and 
make your way north, heading again 
across the Antarctic Convergence 

and the Drake Passage before 
rounding Cape Horn, there is no 
doubt that time will be spent sharing 
and reflecting on the wonderful 
experiences of the last few days. 

Sailing up the Beagle Channel, you 
will celebrate the conclusion of your 
polar expedition at a special dinner.

Day 11 Ushuaia

In the early morning, arrive back in 
Ushuaia. It is time to say goodbye to 
your crew and fellow travellers. You 
will be transferred to your hotel or 
to the airport for your onward flight.

Note: Sites mentioned will vary by 
ship, voyage and time of year. 

Ships offering this cruise:

Ocean Diamond (Luxury) 
National Geographic Explorer & Orion (Luxury)

Akademik Sergey Vavilov & Akademik Ioffe 
(Expedition)

While these are among our featured  
vessels, there are other ships  
operating this route and we would  
be happy to discuss them with you.

This itinerary is just an example and durations for Antarctic Peninsula 
voyages may vary from 9 - 11 nights, depending on the season, the ship 
and the operator, and whether pre-voyage accommodation is included.  
Please refer to the insert for all dates, durations and cabin prices, or go 
to our website where you can see each ship's detailed itineraries: 

www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/voyages

Even better, call one of our specialists on 1300 668 112 and they’ll be 
pleased to help you select the best option.

Neptune's Bellows
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Antarctic Circle 
Voyages 

These voyages start operating in late December 
as the ice recedes and vessels can usually push 

a little further south, with the goal of crossing 
the Antarctic Circle – a great option if you want 

to experience more of the Peninsula, more 
wildlife and more amazing polar scenery.  

After all, Antarctica’s a very long way to go!

Zodiac cruise - minke whales

Day 1 Ushuaia

Upon embarking your vessel in 
the afternoon and being welcomed 
aboard by your crew, there will be 
time to settle in before departing 
Ushuaia and charting a course 
through the Beagle Channel.

Days 2-3 Drake Passage

The crossing of the infamous Drake 
Passage could be a challenging 
or a tranquil introduction to your 
Antarctic adventure but either 
way will certainly be exciting. 
Your expedition team will be on 
deck looking out for whales and 
identifying seabirds, or preparing 
you for the wonders that await 
with informative presentations on 
everything from wildlife to history. 

Days 4-10 Antarctic Peninsula

On reaching the waters around the 
Antarctic Peninsula, the first goal 
will be to head directly south to the 
Antarctic Circle (66° 33' S) and into 
Matha Strait or Marguerite Bay. The 
farther south you go, the more sea 
ice is found and the aim is to cross 
the circle before getting stopped by 
this ice. Few ships venture this far 
south and you will be able to take 
full advantage of being on a modern, 
ice-strengthened vessel of this 
calibre. Given favourable conditions, 
the ship will push its exploration 
even further southward, looking 
for historic and wildlife sites. 

From its most southerly point (south 
of the circle) it will then make its 
way north, cruising through the 
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narrow waterways and channels of 
the Antarctic Peninsula. Spectacular 
waterways such as Crystal Sound, 
the Lemaire Channel, the Neumeyer 
Channel and the Gerlache Strait will 
all feature in your itinerary. Landing 
sites might include Neko Harbour, 
Wilhelmina Bay, Petermann Island 
and the Yalours, where you can 
observe Weddell, crabeater and 
elephant seals, skuas and other 
seabirds, as well as an abundance 
of penguins including some very 
large colonies of Adélies. Sharing 
territory on Half Moon Island with 
fur seals is a breeding colony of 
chinstrap penguins, and as you 
proceed along the peninsula you 
may spot orcas and minke whales 
and perhaps gentle humpbacks.

The expedition team will plan on 
walking ashore on the mainland 
of Antarctica at Paradise Harbour 
or Neko Harbour. Although it will 
not be your first glimpse of the 
Antarctic, a walk ashore among 
its breathtaking scenery will 
evoke emotions you will carry 
with you for the rest of your life 
- in particular the sight of the 
weather-sculpted icebergs and the 
immense tabular icebergs that have 
broken away from the continent’s 
ice shelf. Some passengers may 
wish to camp ashore overnight. 
Whatever your vantage point, 
whether it is on board or ashore, 
expect to feel transformed as 
you experience twilight from 
the very bottom of the planet. 

Days 11-12 Drake Passage 

Reluctantly leaving this 
extraordinary place and heading 
north, once again crossing the 
Drake Passage, the ship will 
round Cape Horn before turning 
towards Ushuaia. As you sail up 
the Beagle Channel, you and your 
fellow explorers will reflect on your 
wonderful polar experiences as 
you share a celebratory dinner.

Day 13 Ushuaia

Arrive back in Ushuaia in the early 
morning and farewell your crew 
and new friends before being 
transferred to your hotel or to the 
airport for your onward flight.

Note: Sites mentioned will vary 
by ship, voyage and time of year.

This itinerary is just an example and durations for Antarctic Circle 
voyages may vary from 12 - 14 nights, depending on the season, the ship 
and the operator, and whether pre-voyage accommodation is included. 
Please refer to the insert for all dates, durations and cabin prices, or go 
to our website where you can see each ship's detailed itineraries: 

www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/voyages

Even better, call one of our specialists on 1300 668 112 and they’ll be 
pleased to help you select the best option.

Ships offering this cruise:

Ocean Diamond (Luxury) 
Akademik Sergey Vavilov & 
Akademik Ioffe (Expedition)

While these are among our 
featured vessels, there are 
other ships operating this 
route and we would be happy 
to discuss them with you.
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If your time and budget will stretch to a longer trip, these voyages 
offer an incredible experience of the sub-Antarctic islands as well as 
the Antarctic Peninsula. Be warned – many people choose a shorter 
voyage, only to find themselves travelling back to Antarctica on a 
second trip to include the fascinating Falkland Islands and South 
Georgia, with all its stunning wild beauty and accessible wildlife. 

Antarctica, 
Falkland Islands 
& South Georgia 
Voyages

Antarctic fur seal

Day 1 Ushuaia
The excitement of the journey 
ahead begins as soon as you have 
been assigned your cabin aboard 
and the ship slips anchor to enter 
the Beagle Channel, quickly 
leaving the world’s southernmost 
city receding into the distance.

Day 2 At Sea
As you head towards the Falklands, 
there is plenty of time to spend with 
the on-board polar experts who will 
be pleased to educate you about 
the wonders of Antarctica. Sailing 
northeast, you’ll likely be joined by 
swooping seabirds including the 
wandering albatross that you’ll 
come to know well on this journey.

Days 3 – 4 Falkland Islands
Reaching the Falklands overnight 
and eager to make a first shore 
excursion, the plan is to explore 

the islands of the West Falkland 
Archipelago, home to a profusion of 
seabirds and migratory birds. The 
first penguin sightings will be on the 
island of West Point with its bustling 
rookeries of rockhoppers, alongside 
a great colony of black-browed 
albatrosses. On Saunders Island, 
you will see nesting macaroni 
penguins along with oystercatchers, 
geese and flightless steamer 
ducks that are permanent Falkland 
residents. Next day make a stop in 
the capital, Port Stanley, on East 
Falkland Island and wander the 
streets of brightly painted houses, 
perhaps visiting the memorials of 
the 1982 British-Argentine conflict. 

Days 5 – 6 At Sea

The ship turns south-east and 
heads for South Georgia and, when 
you’re not scanning the horizon 
in search of whales and seabirds, 
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Ships offering this cruise:

Ocean Diamond (Luxury) 

Akademik Sergey Vavilov & Akademik Ioffe 
(Expedition)

National Geographic Explorer &  
Orion (Luxury)

While these are among our featured vessels, 
there are other ships operating this route and  
we would be happy to discuss them with you.

This itinerary is just an example and durations for Antarctica, Falkland 
Islands & South Georgia voyages may vary from 18 - 22 nights, depending 
on the season, the ship and the operator, and whether pre-voyage 
accommodation is included. Please refer to the insert for all dates, 
durations and cabin prices, or go to our websitewhere you can see each 
ship's detailed itineraries: 
www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/voyages
Even better, call one of our specialists on 1300 668 112 and they’ll be 
pleased to help you select the best option.

the on-board experts will tell you 
tales of the whalers and sealers 
who reached this wild island, and 
fill your minds with heroic stories 
of the polar explorers, including 
Shackleton’s epic feat of courage. 
Anticipation grows as you cross 
the Antarctic Convergence and 
immediately notice a dramatic 
drop in temperature.

Days 7 – 9 South Georgia

Majestic snow-covered mountains 
greet you on South Georgia, the 
most rugged island in this region. 
You will cruise the protected 
waters of the eastern coast looking 
for suitable landing spots, like 
Salisbury Plain and St Andrews 
Bay. The highlight of both these 
excursions is the mind-boggling 
numbers of king penguin adults and 
young that live in these locations 
by the hundreds of thousands, 

covering every inch of the shore. 
But that is not the only wildlife 
on display; fur seals can be seen 
poking their heads above the 
water, skuas and giant petrels 
swoop in the skies above, while the 
albatross, your constant companion, 
is never far away. South Georgia 
is also home to roughly 300,000 
elephant seals and an estimated 
5 million macaroni penguins. It 
is also hoped to explore the old 
whaling station at Grytviken and 
visit Sir Ernest Shackleton’s grave.

Days 10 – 12 At Sea & 
South Orkneys

As the ship crosses the Scotia Sea, 
sailing ever closer to Antarctica, 
a visit is planned to the South 
Orkney Islands* which are linked 
to the Antarctic Peninsula by an 
enormous submarine mountain 
range, the often mist-shrouded 

islands protected by large icebergs 
and sea ice.  *On early season 
voyages pack ice has not melted 
sufficiently to allow access.

Days 13 – 16 South Shetland 
Islands & Antarctic mainland

If conditions are suitable, the next 
destination en route to the South 
Shetland Islands is legendary 
Elephant Island, a place of refuge 
in 1916 to Shackleton and his 
crew after his ship was destroyed 
by pack ice in the Weddell Sea. 
Next you will spend some time 
cruising among South Shetland's 
islands that frame the north-west 
edge of the Antarctic Peninsula, 
providing some shelter from the 
winds. Dazzling wildlife sightings 
await on your excursions to some 
of these islands that may include 
King George, Half Moon, Barrientos 
or Livingston.  Adélie, chinstrap 

and gentoo penguins thrive here 
as do several species of seals, and 
you may see yet more whales.

If the weather allows, you will 
visit the flooded volcanic caldera 
of Deception Island. With rugged 
scenery, great sites of geologic 
interest and an overwhelming 
display of whaling and scientific 
exploration, Deception is a museum 
of natural and exploration history. 
For those wanting to stretch their 
legs, a spectacular hike to the 
crater rim offers a challenge. 
Finally, after so much anticipation, 
you will arrive at the Antarctic 
mainland in Paradise Harbour 
or Hope Bay. The scenery here 
- from the colossal icebergs to 
the seemingly endless Antarctic 
ice sheet - is truly astounding. 
Conditions permitting, you will 
undertake a shore excursion and set 
foot on the White Continent itself.

Days 17 – 18 Drake Passage

The ship’s bow turns north towards 
South America and you may 
look back with some sadness as 
Antarctica is left behind. But the 
sights and experiences of the past 
days will live long in your memory 
and the completion of your journey 
is celebrated at a final dinner. 

Day 19 Ushuaia

Having sailed up the Beagle 
Channel through the night, the 
early morning arrival at Ushuaia 
becomes a flurry of activity and 
there is a rush to farewell your crew 
and companions as you disembark 
and transfer to your hotel or the 
airport for your onward flight.

Note: Sites mentioned will vary 
by ship, voyage and time of year.
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Marine Mammals 
February/March is definitely the peak time 
for visiting Antarctica if you are interested in 
whale-watching. 

Earlier in the season (November & December) 
the whales are still seen but they are busy 
feeding. As the season progresses they appear 
to become more relaxed, as well as enjoying 
or becoming more accepting of each other’s 
company. They also start to have greater 
interest in any ‘visitors’ – of the human variety. 
Sightings are regular and some whales take 
to spy-hopping (raising their heads straight 
up out of the water to get a better look).

This voyage offers opportunities to see a 
wide variety of cetaceans including fin, sei, 
humpback, and minke whales as well as 
four species of dolphin: orcas, hourglass, 
Peale’s and Commerson’s. Cetacean 
(whales, dolphins and porpoises) experts 
join this departure, and specialist listening 
and viewing equipment is taken along to 
enhance the interaction with the whales.

All of the more traditional aspects of a voyage 
to the Antarctic Peninsula still form part of 
this trip; penguins (chinstrap, Adélie and 
gentoo), seals (Weddell, crabeater, leopard), 
icebergs and incredible Antarctic landscapes.

For voyage dates, please refer to 
Dates and Prices insert or call us.

South Georgia  
(including Falkland Islands)
Two ships currently offer voyages that 
focus specifically on the archipelago of 
South Georgia.  As already mentioned, 
South Georgia is spectacular, with 
stunning scenery, an incredible history, 
and remarkable wildlife. An early season 
voyage will afford the opportunity to watch 
the huge bull elephant seals defending 
their harems from rival males.

Depending on the cruise operator and ship, 
these voyages will either utilise flights 
from Punta Arenas in Chile to Port Stanley 
in the Falkland Islands, or embark ship in 
Ushuaia and sail directly to the Falklands.

Emperor Penguins
You know – the ones in "Happy Feet" or  
"March of the Penguins"! Emperors are 
different to the rest – their breeding cycling 
begins not in ‘spring’ but at the start of the 
Antarctic winter. The female, departing to feed, 
passes her single egg to the male who will look 
after it throughout winter, days where the sun 
does not rise, temperatures fall to as low as 
-60°C and wind speeds reach 200km/h. As the 
sun returns so do the females, to relieve their 
mates of the very recently hatched chicks.  
And all of this takes place on sea-ice. 

To reach an Emperor colony you need an 
icebreaker ship and a helicopter – and you 
need to travel south in November before the 
chicks have fledged and before the sea ice has 
broken up. The 'Ortelius' is one such vessel but 
is not featured in this brochure – if you really 
want to see emperor penguins, please call us.

Specialist Voyages 
Orcas
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Our preferred partner ships
Antarctica, the Falkland Islands and South 
Georgia provide exceptional experiences 
for all who visit. We’ve selected six of 
the best ships to deliver you to these 
wondrous wilderness areas, classified 
in three categories – Luxury, Expedition 
and Fly-Cruise. All vessels have less 
than 200 passengers, three with a 
maximum capacity of less than 100. 

LUXURY: 
National Geographic Explorer (148)

National Geographic Orion (102) 
Ocean Diamond (187) 

Combine more traditional-style ‘cruising’ with 
an Antarctic adventure. They offer large, very 
comfortable cabins with en-suite facilities 
and many suites have private balconies. The 
on-board service is excellent as is the cuisine.

EXPEDITION: 
Akademik Sergey Vavilov (92)

Akademik Ioffe (96)

Have a greater emphasis on maximising 
time off the vessel or out on deck. 
These Russian ships are stable, fast 
and manoeuvrable. Cabins are simple 
and comfortable, the food excellent.  

FLY-CRUISE: 
Ocean Nova (68) 

Akademik Sergey Vavilov (70)

Affords a visit to Antarctica – or the 
Falklands and South Georgia – in a shorter 
period of time by overflying some of the 
longer sea crossings, including the Drake 
Passage, to land closer to the destination. 
Combines flights on a specially designed 
short-runway aircraft with a modern 
and comfortable expedition vessel.

International 
Association of 
Antarctic Tour 
Operators (IAATO)

IAATO is the world-leading industry organisation 
with oversight of responsible private sector 
travel to Antarctica, and any high quality operator 
will be a member and operate within the IAATO 
guidelines.   We are very happy to have been 
accepted as an associate member and all the 
vessels we work with are full members of IAATO.  

It’s worth making it clear at this point that in 
Antarctica, in respect of passenger numbers, 
“size matters”:

<100  Ships carrying less than 100 can land the 
entire ship’s complement at one site

100- 200  If the vessel you are aboard has more 
than 100 wishing to go ashore at the same site, 
some will have to wait. On the Antarctic Peninsula 
it is sometimes possible (but not always) to 
position the ship close to two sites, allowing half 
the passengers to visit one site and half the other 

200> Ships carrying over 200 can only visit a 
handful of sites, and if all passengers have to visit 
the same site and to go ashore at the same time, 
you’ll either spend less time ashore, or visit far 
fewer sites (compared to a 100 passenger vessel)

500> Ships with over 500 cannot land passengers, 
meaning you will see the Antarctic Peninsula but 
will not experience it

While different styles, all ships have 
key characteristics in common:

•  All ships and their operators are well 
known by us and we know they will 
safely deliver a high quality operation

•  For the safety of the guests and crew 
and the safety of the environment, 
all vessels have two engines (or 
in the case of Ocean Nova an 
auxiliary engine that is capable of 
bringing the ship back to port)

•  All are IAATO members (as is 
the Antarctica Travel Centre)

•  All operate with a high ratio 
of crew to guests

Choosing your ship

OTHER SHIPS 
While we have our preferred vessels, there are 
other ships we know (a lot or a little) about and can 
offer you if they better meet your requirements:  

Ocean Endeavour  (199)  -  Quark Expeditions 
Sea Adventurer  (114)  -  Quark Expeditions 
Sea Explorer  (112)  -  Polar Latitudes /  
      Antarctica XXI 
Polar Pioneer  (54)  -  Aurora Expeditions 
Ortelius  (116)  -  Oceanwide Expeditions

Visit our website - www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au
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Luxury  
Ships
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National Geographic Explorer 

National Geographic Orion 

Ocean Diamond

National Geographic Explorer was completely redesigned and rebuilt prior 
to being relaunched in 2008. The ship is equipped with an ice-strengthened 
hull and advanced navigation equipment for polar expeditions, and offers a 
well-appointed interior with vast expanses of glass for an unprecedented 
connection to the regions explored. The Explorer accommodates guests 
in 81 spacious outside cabins, most with feature windows and some with 
balconies. Public areas include a lounge and bar, a spa, fitness centre and 
sauna, and a choice of dining options that offer regionally inspired cuisine. 

The ship is outfitted with the latest equipment for exploration - kayaks and 
a fleet of Zodiac landing craft, as well as hydrophones, HD cameras, and 
sophisticated video equipment that allows access to the underwater world. 

Technical Specifications

Staff and Crew: 98
Passengers:  148
Built:  1982 Norway
Lifeboats:  4
Dimensions:  Length 112m Width 16.5m 
Draft: 4.74m
Speed:  14.4 knots maximum  
Manoeuvrability:  Bow and stern thrusters
Operator:  Lindblad Expeditions

Technical Specifications

Staff and Crew: 80
Passengers:  102
Built:  2003 Germany
Lifeboats:  4
Dimensions:  Length 103m Width 14.25m 
Draft: 3.82m
Speed:  12.5 knots maximum
Manoeuvrability:  Bow and stern thrusters
Operator:  Lindblad Expeditions

National Geographic Orion is a modern, elegant ship with an intimate 
ambiance. The window-lined main lounge and library offer spectacular 
views while the expedition community are gathered each evening for 
cocktails and a recap of the day’s activities. High atop the vessel, the 
cosy observation lounge is ideal to take in 270º views and you might 
brave the outdoor bar (with ambient heaters)on the same deck. The 
53 cabins are all exterior, with generous bathrooms, and most feature 
picture windows that connect you with the Antarctic landscape.  

Engineered for maximum safety and comfort, Orion is ice-strengthened 
and has the latest technology including large retractable stabilisers, 
sonar and radar. The fleet of 14 Zodiacs ensures quick disembarkation 
and offers the ideal transport for up-close exploration. 

Technical Specifications

Staff & Crew:  144
Passengers: 189
Built:  1974, upgraded 2011
Lifeboats:  4 fully enclosed
Dimensions:  Length 124m Width 16m 
Draft; 4.9 m
Speed:  15.5 knots maximum
Manoeuvrability: Bow thrusters
Operator:  Quark Expeditions

Sail aboard the contemporary and stable super-yacht Ocean Diamond 
to experience Antarctica in secure comfort.  Originally built in Norway 
in 1974, then rebuilt in 1986, the ship was entirely refurbished in 2011.  

A range of cabins and suites are available and all feature outside views 
(porthole, window or balcony), en-suite bathrooms with tub and shower, 
and all modern amenities including flat-screen TV and DVD player. 

Public areas and facilities include a top deck observation lounge with 
bar, a fitness centre, pool with bar, sun deck, lecture theatre with 
state-of-the-art audio-visual equipment, a library and comfortable 
lounge, and a large restaurant that serves all passengers in one sitting.

The ship’s fleet of 18 Zodiacs enables all passengers to be 
off the ship at one time (see IAATO regulations Page 25).

Call 1300 668 112 to speak with a specialist
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Expedition 
Ships
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Akademik Sergey Vavilov and Akademik Ioffe 
are sister ships.  Built in Rauma in Finland, 
both vessels were designed for polar research 
and are the only scientific vessels still actively 
participating in marine science. With recent 
extensive upgrades and expansions, the ships are 
not only ice-strengthened and extremely safe, 
they are modern, comfortable and very spacious. 
All cabins are exterior, most with windows; the 
separate bar and lounge are popular places to 
gather and relax, while other facilities include a 
large dining room, a theatre-style presentation 
room, multi-media room, small gym, sauna, hot 
water spa and polar salt water plunge pool.  

Both vessels transit open water crossings with 
ease due to their mass (at 117m in length with 
a 6m draft, that’s a lot of ship given there are 
less than 100 passengers) and their integrated 
internal ballast system, resulting in a great 
reduction of severe rolling in heavy seas.  Once 
along the peninsula, the technical features of 
both the Vavilov and Ioffe shine for the advantages 
they offer to the passenger experience - with 
bow and stern thrusters, both vessels can spin 
on their axis and the multiple pitch propellers 
offer immediate reduction in speed whenever 
a wildlife opportunity presents itself.

Technical Specifications

Staff & Crew: 83
Passengers:  92 / 96
Built:  1998 / 1989 Finland
Lifeboats:  2 fully-enclosed & 4 life-rafts
Dimensions:  Length 117m Width 18.2m 
Draft:  6m
Speed:  14.5 knots maximum
Manoeuvrability:  Bow and stern thrusters
Operator:  One Ocean Expeditions

Akademik Sergey Vavilov & Akademik Ioffe 

Book early to secure the date, voyage and cabin you want
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Fly-Cruise 
Ships

In addition to Ocean Nova’s dedicated season of Fly-Cruise 
voyages, the expedition ship, Akademik Sergey Vavilov, currently 
offers a mix of Fly-Cruise and regular voyages. Please refer to 
the insert for all dates, durations and cabin prices, or go to our 
website where you can see each ship’s detailed itineraries: 
www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/voyages
Even better, call one of our specialists on 1300 668 112 and 
they’ll be pleased to help you select the best option.
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Ocean Nova is a small expedition 
ship that was built in Denmark 
in 1992 to sail the ice-choked 
waters of Greenland, and the ice-
strengthened hull is ideally suited 
for expedition travel in Antarctica. 
Refurbished in 2006, it has a capacity 
for 68 passengers accommodated 
in comfortable outside cabins with 
private facilities. The ship has a glass-
enclosed observation lounge and 
presentation room, a spacious dining 
room, bar and library, a well-equipped 
infirmary, and an exercise room. 

It also carries a fleet of Zodiacs 
that are well suited to handling fast 
boarding and disembarking, shore 
excursions and wildlife watching. 

Technical Specifications

Staff & Crew:  38
Passengers:  68
Built:  1992 Denmark
Lifeboats:  2 fully enclosed, 
 capacity of 90
Dimensions:  Length 73m Width 11m  
Draft:  3.7m
Speed:  11 knots maximum
Manoeuvrability:  Bow and stern thrusters
Operator:  Antarctica XXI

Ocean Nova Plane - BAE-146 
The aircraft that takes you to King George Island in Antarctica’s 
South Shetland Islands and back to Punta Arenas in Chile at 
the end your voyage is a BAE-146, manufactured in the United 
Kingdom by British Aerospace (which later became part of BAE 
Systems). It is a high-wing aircraft with very short runaway 
requirements which make it particularly suited for this kind of 
operation. It is operated by Aerovías DAP which has more than 
20 years of experience of flying in Patagonia and Antarctica.

Technical Specifications

Model:  BAE 146-200
Engines:  4 turbofans Honeywell ALF 502R-5
Length:  28.55m 
Wingspan:  26.34m
Cruise speed:  750 km/h
Service ceiling:  9,500m
Capacity:  70 passengers

Visit our website - www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au
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Adventure 
Options

Camping
Not very many people have 
the opportunity to say they’ve 
camped on the ‘7th Continent’.

Picture it … you are lying in your 
sleeping bag listening to the 
crackling and grumbling of glaciers, 
the splintering of icebergs and 
the soothing sounds of water and 
brash ice washing onto the beach. 
Who said that sleep would come 
easy? But when it does, you drift 
away knowing you are breathing 
pristine air and experiencing 
something very few others have.

After your night ashore, you 
will be taken back to your 
expedition vessel so that you 
can enjoy a hot shower, perhaps 
a sauna, and then a delicious 
breakfast in the dining room.

Who can do it?
Directed at any passenger with an 
adventurous spirit and an ability to 
“rough it” for a night, this activity 
has proven very popular. Sleeping 
under the midnight sun, ashore in 
Antarctica, is something to write 
home about. The experienced 
expedition team will select a camping 
site that is snow-covered and 
isolated from any breeding wildlife.

What is provided?

All of the camping gear required 
for your night ashore, including 
appropriately warm sleeping 
bags. Operators provide tents 
for use ashore, however for the 
‘true experience’ some offer a 
bivy bag - warmer than a tent 
and much easier to set up, the 
bivy bag doesn’t block out the 
incredible scenery all around you.
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Note: Camping is available on most 
Antarctic Peninsula voyages - and 
only on these trips - and has a limited 
number of available places.  It is 
complimentary on some vessels, at 
an extra cost on others – check that 
with us. If you want to participate, 
please book along with your voyage. 

Kayaking 
Kayaking in Antarctica is probably 
one of the most intimate and 
inspiring ways you can explore 
this incredible region, gliding 
through the silent waters, taking 
in its magnificent beauty, and 
perhaps experiencing close 
encounters with wildlife. 

Kayak excursions will be offered 
in conjunction with the Zodiac 
excursions whenever weather 
conditions permit. The choice 
of activities at each landing site 
will be explained to help you 
decide what to participate in, 
based on your own interests.

Who can do it?

Again, programmes are aimed at 
any adventurous passenger with a 
basic paddling ability. The guides 
are experienced instructors and will 

help you with any additional skills 
you might require. In addition, they 
will tailor the kayak excursions to 
your skill level and advise when you 
should or shouldn’t be paddling. 

What is provided?

Drysuits, kayak-specific PFDs 
(personal flotation devices), neoprene 
booties, a waterproof deck bag, 
pogies, and many other vital paddling 
accessories.

Note:  Kayaking in Antarctica is 
highly weather-dependent. Your 
kayak guides will always attempt 
to take you out as many times as 
is safe throughout your voyage. 

All operators charge a non-refundable 
fee for kayaking. There are very limited 
places on this option and it should be 
added at the time of booking - due to 
its great popularity, it is not available 
for booking on board the vessel.

Preparing for your voyage
“There’s no such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing” 

We don’t need to tell you that it can be cold, wet and windy in Antarctica, 
and it is common to experience daytime temperatures below freezing. While 
expensive specialty gear is not required, make sure you are prepared with 
warm, water- and windproof clothing that will adequately protect you from 
the weather and wet conditions (sea spray is common aboard the Zodiacs).   

You will be travelling to the coastal regions of Antarctica (maybe Falklands 
and South Georgia) during the southern summer when conditions are 
mild but unpredictable; pack so you can dress in layers and be prepared 
for these rapid weather changes.   Average daily temperatures during 
mid-season range between -4°C and +5°C, however wind-chill can make it 
seem a lot colder.  

Some operators have wet-weather gear available for rental or purchase 
aboard the ship (must be prearranged), while others include a waterproof 
parka as part of your cost, and/or will loan you rubber boots for the 
duration of the voyage. 

We will ensure you know what is included and/or provided on your voyage 
and give you a detailed list of what you will need to take with you in order 
to be well prepared.

Joining your voyage
Please note that we require all clients to arrive into Ushuaia (or other 
starting point depending on the cruise) no later than the night before the 
voyage departs.
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Beyond Antarctica
South America Travel Centre, of which Antarctica Travel Centre is the specialist Antarctica division, has been creating tailor-made holidays 
throughout South America, Central America, Cuba and Mexico since 1995.  Having the two specialist teams under one roof means we are 
perfectly placed to coordinate your travel plans before and after your Antarctic adventure.

As Antarctica is quite ‘a hard act to follow’, 
we would generally recommend that most 
additional arrangements are undertaken before 
you join your voyage. To inspire you, here are 
just a few suggestions – we can make very 
many more!

Santiago & Buenos Aires
International flights will usually take you first 
to Santiago where you can choose to break 
your journey in the Chilean capital or connect 
directly on to Buenos Aires.

For those who stop over in Santiago there are 
several charming boutique hotels to choose 
from, among them enchanting Le Rêve in 
Providencia, inspired by the small hotels of 
Paris and surrounded by excellent restaurants, 
or, in the heart of bohemian Bellavista, the 
vivid crimson Castillo Rojo (Red Castle) with its 
restored and reimagined1920s styling.

Argentina’s capital, beautiful Buenos Aires, is 
definitely worth 2 or 3 days, in part to recover 
from your long flight but also to experience 
the city’s seductive combination of old-world 
and contemporary, to discover the colour 
and character of the individual barrios 
(neighbourhoods) and to take in an energetic 
Tango show. 

Perhaps stay at that icon of grand elegance, the 
historic Alvear Palace, or enjoy the impeccable 
sophistication of the boutique Hub Porteño, 
discreetly hidden in a quiet Recoleta side street.

Estancias & Wineries
Travelling beyond the city bounds, a 2-night 
stay on an estancia (ranch) is a wonderful way 
to experience Argentina’s traditional gaucho 
lifestyle that, despite 21st century advances, 
continues little-changed today.  Among the 
many historic estancias, some only 1-2 hours’ 
drive from Buenos Aires, are La Bamba de 
Areco and El Ombu, each dating from the early 
19th century, and you will feel as if welcomed 
into a beautiful private home of the era.

For the lover of fine wines and gourmet 
cuisine, Mendoza may provide all the answers. 
Among its nearly-2,000 vineyards there are 
several wonderful wineries at which you can 
stay, including Cavas Wine Lodge with its 
lovely adobe-walled apartments dotted amid 
the vines, or the simpler Finca Adalgisa, a 
secluded vineyard where the original third-
generation family home was lovingly converted 
into Mendoza’s first boutique hotel and viña.

Iguazú Falls
If flying into Buenos Aires, a side trip to the 
sensational falls is a great addition.  To really 
appreciate them, a 2-night stay allows you 
to enjoy both close-up (Iguazú - Argentina) 
and panoramic (Iguassu - Brazil) views.  
Each side offers accommodation inside the 
park overlooking the cascades and, for an 
unparalleled experience, we recommend the 
graceful Belmond Hotel das Cataratas, a 
traditional Portuguese-colonial residence just a 
short stroll from the falls on the Brazil side. 

Patagonia
For those with a little more time to explore, 
the stunning landscapes and amazing wildlife 
of Patagonia provide a perfect lead-in to your 
main trip. This breathtaking region is not just 
for hardened trekkers and you can get close 
to the natural wonders without sacrificing 
comfort, with a 3 or 4 night inclusive package 
at some sublime properties in or on the edge 
of Chile’s Torres del Paine National Park – like 
Awasi Patagonia with12 spacious villas nestled 
in a private reserve, or Tierra Patagonia, a 
contemporary eco-hotel stretching along a bluff 
overlooking Lake Sarmiento.

Some areas of Patagonia are only accessible 
by sea and there are small-boat cruises that 
navigate the channels and archipelagos of 
the Chilean fjords, emerging amongst their 
icebergs and floes. Skorpios Cruises sail 
routes from Puerto Montt through the Northern 
or Southern Icefields, while Australis operates 
short voyages “at the end of the world” between 
Punta Arenas and Ushuaia.

Call 1300 668 112 to speak with a specialist
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How to book

South America Travel Centre Pty Ltd  
(trading as Antarctica Travel Centre)
104 Hardware Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000
Telephone: 1300 668 112 
Email: ice@antarcticatravelcentre.com.au 
Website: www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au

ABN 96 069 240 606  
Licence No. 31997 
Member AFTA

LAN Airlines and TAM Airlines form 
LATAM Airlines Group which serves 
over 135 destinations in 22 countries.

LAN Airlines offers seven � ights per week from 
Sydney to Santiago, Chile via Auckland and three 
direct codeshare � ights operated by Oneworld 
partner. From Santiago LAN Airlines offers 
connections to Ushuaia, gateway to Antarctica.

SOUTH AMERICA  
 HAS NEVER 
BEEN CLOSER 
DISCOVER THE MAGIC OF ANTARCTICA!
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Talk to us: Antarctica Travel Centre can look after all aspects of your 
Antarctic holiday, including your flights and travel insurance.

We start by asking you lots of questions – where to, when, for how long, 
what standard and style of ship, what cabin type, and whether you have 
any particular personal interests that may direct the choice of voyage 
or ship. Once we have a good understanding of just what you’re looking 
for, we can select the best voyage and ship/operator to meet your 
requirements and, most importantly, to deliver the interest and enjoyment 
that will make the experience one that exceeds your expectations.

We can hold a cabin (subject to availability) for up to 7 days, while other           
aspects of your holiday are put into place.

Please book early: Many of these ships book out 10-12 months in advance, 
particularly over the December/January period. Please also consider that 
there may be only a small number of cabins in the category you would prefer.

Voyage Schedules & Prices
There are no dates or prices printed in this brochure. There should be a 
separate insert providing current dates and prices by ship, together with the 
Booking Terms & Conditions.  You will also find all voyage dates and prices 
in our website: www.antarcticatravelcentre.com.au/dates-and-prices 
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Galapagos Islands
Combine two incredible wildlife cruises into one memorable journey 
– the Galapagos Islands & Antarctica. Accessed by flights from Quito 
or Guayaquil in Ecuador, the Galapagos are not only for birdwatchers 
or wildlife obsessives but for every traveller with any interest in seeing 
incredibly diverse and often unique species of birds, reptiles and 
mammals, wildlife whose isolation has made them almost totally unafraid 
of humans. 

With more than 70 cruise boats to choose from, just some of our favourites 
in the three main vessel sizes – 16, 48 and 90 berths – are the sleek 
catamaran, Ocean Spray (16), the Grace (18), named for her late owner, 
Princess Grace of Monaco, the very stylish mid-sized La Pinta (48), and 
Santa Cruz (90), a superior tourist class expedition cruise ship that is ideal 
for families and groups. 

Call 1300 668 112 to speak with a specialist
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